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Abstract Switchgrass is internationally recognized as the most suitable biofuel plant. The planting scale of switchgrass
is relatively small in China,so the introduction of switchgrass is still in the initial stage. Switchgrass is mainly introduced
to northern part of China while it is not reported that there is an introduction of switchgrass to southern part of China. The
introduction history of switchgrass and its cultivation status were briefly described in this paper. According to the
problems appeared in the process of introduction, we analyzed the technical problems in switchgrass planting and the
prospect for planting switchgrass in our country. It has prosperous prospects for switchgrass plantation in China because
it was reported that the switchgrass is an effective soil and water conservation plant and is a high-quality forage. As the
second generation bioenergy plant, switchgrass could be planted in abandoned sandpits., saline-alkali soils and lands
unfavorable for crop production. However,in order to introduce switchgrass systematically,a closely cooperation among
enterprises, government and farmers is still needed.
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Table 1 Ecotypes and chromosome ploidy of switchgrass
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& # Lowland
L Upland
F1#h Intermediate

Alamo
Blackwell
Cave-in-Rock

Dakota E# Upland
Forestberg H Upland
Kanlow K H Lowland
Nebraska 28 L Upland
Pathfinder H Upland
Sunburst = # Upland

South Texas

Northern Oklahoma

PUf% & Tetraploid
I Octoploid
JNMEIR Octoploid
PUfE {4 Tetraploid
PU %A Tetraploid
PU %K Tetraploid
K Unknown

J\ &R Octoploid
FH Unknown

Southern Illinois
North Dakota
South Dakota
Central Oklahoma
Northern Nebraska
Nebraska/Kansas
South Dakota
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Fig. 1 Switchgrass sowing under drought condition(Direct sowing of switchgrass seeds covered by stubble
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